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Common and Proper Uses of the Colon
Use a colon when introducing a quotation after an independent clause. An independent clause contains both a subject and a verb, and can stand alone as a complete sentence.
Comparing the story to a “tragedy” on stage, White expands on this analogy and introduces his central idea: “Once in a while something slips—one of the actors goes up in his lines and the whole performance stumbles and halts” (section 1, paragraph 3).
Use a colon when introducing a list.
White uses various types of phrases in “Death of a Pig”: noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, etc.
Common and Proper Uses of the Semicolon
Use a semicolon to connect two independent clauses that are related to one another.
“This uncertainty afflicts me with a sense of personal deterioration; if I were in decent health I would know how many nights I had sat up with a pig.” (section 1, paragraph 1)
Further reference: The Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL): http://owl.english.purdue.edu (search terms: semicolons, colons, quotation marks). 
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