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	Directions: Form home groups of four to reread Lady Macbeth’s soliloquies in Act 1.5 (Soliloquy 1: lines 15–33, from “Glamis thou art, and Cawdor” to “To have thee crowned withal” and Soliloquy 2: lines 45–61, from “The raven himself is hoarse” to “To cry ‘Hold! Hold!’”).
Form a pair with someone in your home group and answer one of the following sets of questions on a separate sheet of paper. When you have finished, share your responses with the other pair from your home group.

	Soliloquy 1: Lines 15–33 (from “Glamis thou art, and Cawdor” to “To have thee crowned withal”)

	1. What does Lady Macbeth believe has been “promised” to her husband? 
2. What does Lady Macbeth “fear” in her husband’s nature?
3. According to Lady Macbeth, what qualities does Macbeth have that might help him achieve his goal? 
4. What can you infer about Lady Macbeth based on her description of Macbeth?
5. Whom is Lady Macbeth addressing when she says, “Hie thee hither”?
6. How does Lady Macbeth’s plan to “pour [her] spirits in [Macbeth’s] ear” and to “chastise [Macbeth] with the valor of [her] tongue” develop her character?

	Soliloquy 2: Lines 45–61 (from “The raven himself is hoarse” to “To cry ‘Hold! Hold!’”)

	1. How do the stage directions before line 45 help explain to whom Lady Macbeth is speaking these lines? 
2. What qualities does Lady Macbeth ask the spirits to remove? 
3. For what quality does Lady Macbeth ask? 
4. How does Lady Macbeth’s request that the spirits “come to [her] woman’s breasts / And take [her] milk for gall” develop her thoughts about Macbeth in lines 16–19 (“Yet do I fear thy nature; / It is too full o’ th’ milk of human kindness / To catch the nearest way”)?
5. What does Lady Macbeth’s request for night to come reveal about Lady Macbeth and her plans?
6. How does Lady Macbeth’s description of night, “pall[ed] in the dunnest smoke of hell,” impact the meaning and mood of this passage?

	Vocabulary: Some words are defined below. Refer to the explanatory notes in the text for additional support.

	Soliloquy 1
	Soliloquy 2

	hie (v.) – to cause (oneself) to go quickly
hither (adv.) – to or toward this place
impedes (v.) – slows the movement, progress or action of (someone or something)
chastise (v.) – rubric; inflict punishment on 
metaphysical (adj.) – supernatural
	direst (adj.) – most extreme
pall (v.) – to cover with a cloth for spreading over a coffin
keen (adj.) – having a sharp edge or point
compunctious (adj.) – remorseful; full of regret
gall (n.) – bitter liquid secreted by the liver and associated with choler or anger
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