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	Grade 7: Module 4B: Unit 1: Lesson 4

Analyzing Main Ideas and Details

Why Care about Water?



	Grade 7: Module 4B: Unit 1: Lesson 4
Analyzing Main Ideas and Details: Why Care about Water?


	Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS)

	I can analyze the organization of an informational text (including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas). (RI.7.5)

I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in different media and formats. (SL.7.2)

I can explain how ideas presented in different media and formats clarify a topic, text, or issue. (SL.7.2)

	Supporting Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can analyze how a major section of “Water Is Life” contributes to the development of ideas. 

· I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details in the video “Why Care about Water?”

· I can articulate how a text and a video clarify my thinking on the issues of water sustainability and water management. 
	· Reader’s Notes “Water Is Life” Paragraphs 10–14 (from homework)

· Reader’s Notes “Water Is Life” Paragraphs 6–9 (from Lesson 2 homework)
· Answers to Paragraphs 10–12 text-dependent questions 

· Main Ideas and Details note-catcher


	Agenda
	Teaching Notes

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task (5 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Text-Dependent Questions on Paragraphs 10-12 of “Water Is Life”. (20 minutes)

B. Analyzing Main Ideas and Supporting Details in “Why Care about Water?”(15 minutes)

3. Closing and Assessment

A. Thinking Log(5 minutes)

4. Homework

A. Reread Paragraphs 13 and 14 and complete Paragraphs 13-14 Text-Dependent Questions.
	· In this lesson, students answer text-dependent questions on Paragraphs 10–12 of “Water Is Life.” The homework assignment on Paragraphs 13 and 14 is a continuation of this close reading, so it is intentionally included on the same handout.   Note, however, that the Teacher’s Guide for the homework, is a separate supporting materials following to Close Reading Guide. 

· By now, students are familiar with the structure of Main Ideas and Details note-catcher from the Reader’s Notes. In this lesson, they use is on its own as they watch “Why Care about Water?” to practice the skill of listening for main ideas and supporting details (SL.7.2). 

· In advance: Consider how you would like to pair students for this lesson; set up a projector and speakers to play the video; cue up “Why Care about Water?” (see link in supporting materials); review Paragraphs 10–12 of “Water Is Life.”
· Please bear in mind that Youtube, social media video sites, and other website links may incorporate inappropriate content via comment banks and ads. While some lessons include these links as the most efficient means to view content in preparation for the lesson, be sure to preview links, and/or use a filter service, such as www.safeshare.tv, for actually viewing these links in the classroom.
· Post: Learning targets.


	Lesson Vocabulary
	Materials

	water sustainability, water management; folklore (Paragraph 10), water table (Paragraph 11), relic (Paragraph 14) hydrosphere, myriad, agriculture (video) 


	· Domain-Specific Vocabulary anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)

· “Water Is Life” by Barbara Kingsolver (from Lesson 1; one per student)

· Document camera

· Paragraphs 10–12 Text-Dependent Questions (one per student) 

· Paragraphs 10–12 Close Reading Guide (for teacher reference)

· Homework: Paragraphs 13–14 Text-Dependent Questions, Teacher’s Guide (for teacher reference)

· Video: “Why Care about Water”  

· Main Idea and Details note-catcher (one per student)

· Main Idea and Details note-catcher (for teacher reference)

· Thinking Log (begun in Lesson 1; one per student)


	Opening
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Entry Task (5 minutes)

· As students enter, direct them to sit with a partner. Invite them to compare their definitions from their homework, Reader’s Notes “Water Is Life” Paragraphs 10–14, as well as from the previous Reader’s Notes homework on Paragraphs 6–9. 

· After 2 minutes, refocus whole class. Ask students to put stars by words that are domain-specific. 

· Cold call pairs to share their domain-specific words and definitions. Add these words to the Domain-Specific Vocabulary anchor chart as students share. Clarify terms as needed. 

· Read the learning targets aloud: 
· “I can analyze how a major section of ‘Water Is Life’ contributes to the development of ideas.” 

· “I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details in the video ‘Why Care about Water?’”
· “I can articulate how a text and a video clarify my thinking on the issues of water sustainability and water management.” 

· Ask:

· “What note-catcher do you think you will use to analyze the main ideas and details in a video?”

· Wait a moment, then cold call a student. Listen for: “the main ideas and details note-catcher that we use as a part of our Reader’s Notes for homework.”
	


	Work Time
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Text-Dependent Questions on Paragraphs 10-12 of “Water Is Life”(20 minutes)

· Ask students to retrieve their copy of “Water Is Life.” Display (using a document camera) and distribute Paragraphs 10–12 Text-Dependent Questions. Work through this handout in concert with the Paragraphs 10–12 Close Reading Guide (for teacher reference).
	· While students are working in pairs, consider checking in with those who struggle reading complex texts. 

· Paragraph 12 has some challenging concepts, such as “sin” and “moral.” Consider providing concrete examples for students who struggle with abstract thinking.


	Work Time (continued)
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	B. Analyzing Main Idea and Supporting Details in “Why Care about Water?” (15 minutes)
· Explain to students that you will play a short video from the National Geographic website called “Why Care about Water?” that is about the management and sustainability of water. 
· Distribute Main Idea and Details note-catcher. Let students know that they will watch the video three times. The first time through, they should listen for the main idea. 
· Play the short video: “Why Care about Water” once:
· Ask students to write down what they think the main idea is on their note-catchers. Cold call one or two to share the main idea. Listen for them to say the main idea is that we need to change the way we use water. 
· Explain that students will watch the video two more times, just as they would reread a text. As they watch again, ask them to write down the details that support the main idea. 
· Play the video a second time. 

· Then give students about 2 minutes to add to their Main Idea and Details note-catcher. 

· Play the video a third time, again giving students a few minutes to add to their notes. Point out that close listening, like close reading, means that you often notice more details and deepen your understanding each time you watch a video like this. 

· After students have finished writing, ask them to form groups of three and compare their work. Encourage them to talk about any discrepancies in their answers and revise their work accordingly. 

· Cold call students to share the supporting details. Refer to Main Idea and Details note-catcher (for teacher reference) for possible responses.
	


	Closing and Assessment
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Thinking Log (5 minutes)

· Ask students to get out their Thinking Logs. Read the prompt aloud:

· “Reread what you wrote in Lesson 3. Based on what you read and watched today, how have you expanded your understanding of water sustainability? What else are you wondering about water sustainability?”

· Point out to students that the homework is a continuation of the work they did in class. Remind them to take their copy of “Water Is Life” home with them to complete it.
	


	Homework
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	· Reread Paragraphs 13 and 14 and complete Paragraphs 13–14 Text-Dependent Questions
	


	Grade 7: Module 4B: Unit 1: Lesson 4
Supporting Materials


	


Domain-Specific Vocabulary Anchor Chart
(for Teacher Reference)

	Word
	Definition

	sustainability

aqueous (Paragraph 1)
runnel (Paragraph 2)
aquifer (Paragraph 2)
saline (Paragraph 2)

arid (Paragraph 4)
evaporation (Paragraph 4)
holocene (Paragraph 6)

El Niño (Paragraph 6)

desertification (Paragraph 7)

watershed (Paragraph 13)


	being aware of and responsible with our natural resources.

made of, by, or with water
a tiny river or stream
a water-bearing layer of rock, sand, or gravel capable of absorbing water
consisting of or containing salt
very dry; especially: not having enough rainfall to support agriculture
the process of passing off or causing to pass off into vapor from a liquid state
The current geological era

A warm ocean current that flows along the equator and affect weather.

The process of becoming a desert

The area where water flows into a particular river or body of water


Paragraphs 10-12 Text-Dependent Questions

	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	1.   What is the folklore that Kingsolver writes about in Paragraph 10?

2.   What does Kingsolver mean when she says, “Astronomers believed it for centuries, but a few of them eventually thought to test it and had their illusions dashed by simple observation”?

	

	3.   According to Kingsolver, what other myth do people still believe?

4.   A water table is the level of water in the ground in a particular place. Kingsolver writes, “Now water tables plummet in countries harboring more than half the world’s population.” Put that sentence into your own words. 
	


Paragraphs 10-12 Text-Dependent Questions

	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	5.   Passenger pigeons were common birds that are extinct because of overhunting and destruction of habitat. What does Kingsolver mean when she writes, “Surely it was no sin, once upon a time, to shoot and make pies of passenger pigeons”?

6.   Kingsolver writes about “The Tragedy of the Commons,” which claims that some “problems can be solved only by ‘a change in human values or ideas of morality.’” Explain what “human values or ideas of morality” means.

7.   In Paragraph 12, what is Kingsolver comparing the destruction of a cattle pasture to? How does this paragraph expand on the ideas in Paragraphs 10 and 11? 
	


Paragraphs 10-12 Close Reading Guide
(for Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	Homework: Paragraphs 13-14 Text-Dependent Questions

	Complete these text-dependent questions for homework.

Reread Paragraph 13.

1.   What does Kingsolver mean when she writes, “Watercourses once seemed as boundless as those pigeons that darkened the sky overhead”?

2.   What was Ecuador the first country to do?


	 


Paragraphs 10-12 Close Reading Guide 
(for Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	Reread Paragraph 14.

3.   How does that relate to the ideas in Paragraph 12?

4.   A relic is something that has survived from another time. What is the “ancient, dazzling relic” in this paragraph? 

5.   According to Kingsolver, what do humans need to do?

	


Paragraphs 10-12 Close Reading Guide

(for Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	1.   What is the folklore that Kingsolver writes about in Paragraph 10?

2.   What does Kingsolver mean when she says, “Astronomers believed it for centuries, but a few of them eventually thought to test it and had their illusions dashed by simple observation”?

	(5 minutes)

Invite students to read along silently while they listen to Paragraph 10 read aloud. 

Direct them to work with their partner to answer Questions 1 and 2 on the Paragraphs 10–12 Text-Dependent Questions handout. 

Circulate as pairs work. If students are confused, help clarify by saying things like:

* “Another example of folklore is the tale of Johnny Appleseed.” 

* “What are astronomers?”

* “What are illusions?”

* “What does it mean to have ‘illusions dashed’?”

Once students have answered Questions 1 and 2, refocus them whole class. Cold call pairs to share their answers. Listen for: 

1. “The folklore that Kingsolver mentions is the belief that if you are in a well, you can see the stars, no matter what time of day it is.” 

2. “Kingsolver means that scientists believed that you could see stars from the bottom of a well, but when they tested their theory, they found out it was wrong.”


Paragraphs 10-12 Close Reading Guide

(for Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	3.   According to Kingsolver, what other myth do people still believe?

4.   A water table is the level of water in the ground in a particular place. Kingsolver writes, “Now water tables plummet in countries harboring more than half the world’s population.” Put that sentence into your own words. 
	Repeat the same steps as above, beginning with reading Paragraph 11 aloud. 

As students work in pairs, circulate. If they are confused, help clarify by asking:

* “What was the myth that Kingsolver focused on in 
Paragraph 10?”

* “What does infinite mean? What is generosity?”

* “Look at the context. What does harboring mean? What does plummet mean?”

Once students have answered Questions 3 and 4, refocus them whole class. Cold call pairs to share their answers. Listen for:

3. “The other myth is that people believe we will always have access to water.”

4. “The level of groundwater has gone down in countries where more than half the people in the world live.” 




Paragraphs 10-12 Close Reading Guide 

(for Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	5.   Passenger pigeons were common birds that are extinct because of overhunting and destruction of habitat. What does Kingsolver mean when she writes, “Surely it was no sin, once upon a time, to shoot and make pies of passenger pigeons”?

6.   Kingsolver writes about “The Tragedy of the Commons,” which claims that some “problems can be solved only by ‘a change in human values or ideas of morality.’” Explain what “human values or ideas of morality” means.

	Repeat the same steps for Paragraph 12, Questions 5–7.

If students are confused, clarify by saying things like:

* “What is a ‘sin’?”

* “An example of a human value is the belief that honesty is important.” 

* “An example of morality is the belief that humans should not kill each other.”

* “Refer to your homework. What does commons mean?”

Once students have answered Questions 5–7, refocus them whole class. Cold call pairs to share their answers. Listen for:

5. “Passenger pigeons were very common, so hunting them for food was acceptable. Now, it seems terrible that people hunted them so much because they are extinct.”

6. “Human values or ideas of morality are some of the ways humans make decisions about how to behave and what is right and wrong.”

7. “Kingsolver is comparing the destruction of a cattle pasture to the way humans are using water. It relates to the idea of water sustainability and that people think we can’t run out of water, but we will not have access to water if we overuse it, like the cattle overgrazing in the pasture.” 




Paragraphs 10-12 Close Reading Guide 

(for Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	7.   In Paragraph 12, what is Kingsolver comparing the destruction of a cattle pasture to? How does this paragraph expand on the ideas in Paragraphs 10 and 11? 
	Once the students have shared their answers, ask them to turn and talk to their partner: 

* “How do you think this section of text contributed to the meaning of the essay overall?” 

Cold call a pair to share their thinking. Listen for them to say: “Kingsolver uses the idea that water is a shared resource as another way to support the idea that we need to change the way we use water in our lives.”


Paragraphs 10-12 Close Reading Guide 

(for Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Questions
	Notes

	Homework: Paragraphs 13-14 Text-Dependent Questions

	Complete these text-dependent questions for homework.

Reread Paragraph 13.

1.   What does Kingsolver mean when she writes, “Watercourses once seemed as boundless as those pigeons that darkened the sky overhead”?
2.   What was Ecuador the first country to do?

3.   How does that relate to the ideas in Paragraph 12?

Reread Paragraph 14.

4.   A relic is something that has survived from another time. What is the “ancient, dazzling relic” in this paragraph? 

5.   According to Kingsolver, what do humans need to do? 
	1. Humans never expected passenger pigeons to become extinct, and humans don’t expect us to run out of water.  
2. Ecuador was the first country to include the rights of nature in its constitution.
3.  Since Ecuador has decided that nature has rights of its own, it is an example of what Kingsolver wrote in paragraph 12, where people need to think about nature differently and put limits on themselves.  
4. The ‘ancient, dazzling relic’ is the water in Kingsolver’s glass.  
5. Humans need to change the way we view and use water.   


“Why Care about Water?” Link

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/environment/freshwater/env-freshwater-whycare/
Main Idea and Details Note-catcher

	Name:

	Date:


	Name of Text/Video: “Why Care about Water?”



	Author or Speaker’s Name: National Geographic



	Main idea:


	Supporting detail:


	Supporting detail:


	Supporting detail:


	Supporting detail:


	Supporting detail:


	Supporting detail:



Main Idea and Details Note-catcher

(For Teacher Reference)
	Name:

	Date:


	Name of Text/Video: “Why Care about Water?”



	Author or Speaker’s Name: National Geographic



	Main idea:
We need to change the way we use water.



	Supporting detail:

Less than 1 percent of all water is available to use for drinking, agriculture, industry, and nature.


	Supporting detail:

More than 1 billion people don’t have access to safe drinking water.

	Supporting detail:

All of our water resources are connected. Water that runs in the Ganges could end up in the Hudson River. 


	Supporting detail:

It takes twice the global average of water use to sustain the American lifestyle. 

	Supporting detail:

Seventy percent of our water use is for agriculture.
	Supporting detail:

The Colorado River no longer runs to the sea. 
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